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Wisdom and Wine
Save the date! Doors open at 6 PM for the 2nd annual Willmar
Friends of Library Wisdom & Wine Event on Thursday, June 11
at the Willmar Convention Center. Advanced tickets required.
This exciting evening will be an opportunity to hear Minnesota
authors Faith Sullivan, Leif Enger, and Mindy Mejia. Proceeds
will support the Willmar Public Library directly or through the
Friends of the Library Fund. Enjoy a free glass of wine or
nonalcoholic beverage and dessert. A silent auction, raffle, and
photo op will all be part of the evening’s activities.
Attendees of the Wisdom & Wine event will hear the writers
present their perspective on the craft of writing and will have an
opportunity to purchase books or bring in copies of their books
to be signed. It will be an evening all will enjoy.
Tickets are $35 a person. Starting March 16 tickets are available
at the Willmar Public Library for Friends of the Library Members
(join for $10). General ticket sales start March 23 at the Library
or online at willmarwisdomandwine.eventbrite.com (+ fee for
online).
For more information, check out the event on the Willmar
Friends of the Library Facebook page or the Friends page on the
Willmar Public Library website. This is a wonderful opportunity
for supporters of public libraries to enjoy an evening of good
conversation, interesting author talks, and great desserts!

Faith Sullivan is the author of
many novels, including The Cape
Ann, What a Woman Must Do, Good
Night, Mr. Wodehouse and, most
recently, Ruby & Roland. A “demon
gardener, flea marketer, and feeder of
birds,” she is also an indefatigable
champion of literary culture and her
fellow writers, and has visited with hundreds of book clubs.
Born and raised in southern Minnesota, she spent twentysome years in New York and Los Angeles, but now lives in
Minneapolis with her husband, Dan.
Leif Enger grew up in Osakis,
Minnesota, and worked as a reporter
for Minnesota Public Radio before
writing his bestselling debut novel
Peace Like a River, which was named
one of the Year's Best Books by Time
Magazine and the LA Times. His second
novel, So Brave, Young, and Handsome,
was also a national bestseller and a Midwest Booksellers
Honor Book. His first novel in ten years, Virgil Wander follows
the inhabitants of a Midwestern town in their quest to revive
its flagging heart. He lives with his wife Robin in Duluth.
Mindy Mejia was born and raised in a
small-town-turned-suburb in the Twin
Cities area. She received a BA from the
University of Minnesota and an MFA
from Hamline University. Other than
brief interludes in Iowa City and
Galway, she’s lived and worked in
Minnesota her entire life. Her debut
novel, The Dragon Keeper, was published in 2012. She lives in
the Twin Cities with her family, and is the author of Strike Me
Down, Everything You Want Me to Be, and Leave No Trace.

Friends of the Library Annual Raffle
Raffle prizes are: Cash - $400.00, $100.00, $50.00, $50.00, Kindle Fire, Tote Bag filled with Signed Books by Wisdom & Wine
Author, Painting Party for 6 at Patina Market, Wisdom & Wine Basket, Sperry House Brunch for 8, and a Mall of America
Package. Only 500 tickets will be sold at $10 per ticket and tickets may be purchased starting April 4 at the library or from
members of the Friends of the Library. Any remaining tickets will be sold at the Wisdom and Wine Event on June 11. All
proceeds from the raffle will go directly to the Willmar Public Library for collection development and library programming.

__________________________________________

Teen Beat
by

Sam Lilienthal
Superhero Month at the Library
March is Superhero Month at the library! I will be
celebrating by hosting two all-ages events: Superhero Trivia
and a Spider-Man Escape Room!
Superhero Trivia, on Saturday, March 7th at 12 PM, is great
for all superhero fans whether they just watch the movies or
obsess over the comic books. Kids to adults can participate
in teams of 2-6. If you don’t have a team, that’s okay, we can
pair you with a friendly team! No registration required,
simply show up with your teammates and have fun! If you’d
like to brush up on your superhero knowledge, be sure to
check out our awesome collection of superhero comics,
books, and movies!
The Spider-Man Escape room on Saturday, March 21st is
for children to adults in teams of 3-4. Spider-Man needs
your help in stopping the Green Goblin from releasing a
deadly gas over the city. It’s your job to search Norman
Osborn’s lab for clues and shut down the program which will
release the gas before time is up! Registration is required
and spots are limited so don’t miss out on this exciting
program!
All our teen programs will also celebrate Superhero Month
with superhero movies and games. We will have superhero
programs for children, teens, and adults all month long so
make sure to check our calendars and website for more
information.
Wishing you a super rest of your winter!

________________________________________________

Children’s
Corner by
Kathy
Torkelson
Superhero Slime Party - Saturday, March 7 at 9 AM
Calling all superheroes to join us as we make slime at the
Superhero Slime Party. Children will get the opportunity to
design their own superhero cape out of a t-shirt along with
making a mask and cuffs to be their inner superhero. Train in
our mini-obstacle course and participate in other activities as
well. Costumes are strongly encouraged, as are cameras for
capturing all the super moments! This Saturday morning event
is open to children age 3 - 12. No registration is required but
there will be a limited amount of capes. It will be super time!
Create Your Story Comic Night - Tuesdays in March at 4 PM
Do you drive teachers crazy with your wild imagination and
doodles along side of your homework? Love to draw? Or tell
stories? People have always told stories with pictures. After
all, a picture is worth a thousand words. Comics combine the
best of both worlds. But what exactly is a comic? Is it a strip in
a newspaper, something you watch on TV, or perhaps a book
you read. Find out the answers to these questions as you write
your own comic with us! Join us Tuesday nights in March at
4:00 PM. Each night will focus on a different aspect of comics
and will add on to what was learned previously. Ages: 6 12. Co-sponsored by Kandiyohi 4-H.
LEGO EXPO - Saturday, March 28 from 10 AM – 3 PM
Show-off your LEGO building abilities. Bring a completed LEGO
creation to the library. It can be a MOC (my own creation) or a
kit. All creations will be placed on display for others to enjoy
viewing for the day. There will be LEGO Mindstorm robot
demonstrations as well as Don Burke's huge train
display. Registration forms will be available to fill out that
day. Please take your LEGO creation home after the event.
Strum & Sing-A-Long With the Ukulele - March 23- 27 9:15 –
10:00 am or 10:15 – 11:00 am
Looking to learn a musical instrument for the first time or pick
up a new one? The ukulele is a friendly sweet-sounding and
adorable instrument. The ukulele offers an easy introduction
to playing music that is approachable for children. The library
will have some ukuleles to borrow during our program, but if
you have your own please bring it. For children in 2nd - 6th
grade. Register at www.willmarpubliclibrary.org or 320-2353162. Co-sponsored by Art Express.
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Head Librarian
Notes by

Adult Anecdotes

Andrew Bregar

Syrena Maranell

by

2019 Annual Report

Winter Wrap-Up

Each January Head Librarians throughout the Pioneerland
Library System (Willmar Public Library is a member of this
regional library system) are asked to complete an annual
report for the previous year. The information is then
submitted to the state of Minnesota. I thought that I would
share with you some of the information related to the
Willmar Public Library. In 2019 the library had 99,710 visits
to our building and handled approximately 26,000
computer sessions and 19,000 reference transactions. The
library continued to expand the collection of items available
to the public by offering more learning and recreational
kits, games, books, audiobooks, DVD’s, and more. In 2019
Willmar circulated over 110,000 of these physical items to
our service population. Another key area of the library is
providing engaging library programs to the community.
Last year the library provided 452 individual programs
including bus trips, author events, summer and winter
reading programs, arts and crafts programs, and healthy
living activities. During the year these programs were
attended by 6,468 people.

This year, we tried something new for winter programming
with our first ever Cure Your Cabin Fever series featuring
programs such as a scavenger hunt, a cooking competition,
and bad art night. It was great time and over 150 people
participated. A big thank you goes to the Friends for providing
the prizes including the grand prize of a $100 gift card won by
Holden Sanchez.

In 2020, the Willmar Public Library continues to look at
improving in each of these areas. The library hopes to offer
a variety of new programs and continues to update the
physical collection to better serve the community. Each
year the Friends of the Willmar Public Library provide vital
assistance in these efforts. In 2019 the Friends provided
thousands of dollars to the library to assist with
programming and collection needs. The efforts of the
Friends improve the community by directly improving the
library. I would like to end with a thank you to everyone
who has utilized or provided support to the library last year.
We look forward to a successful 2020.

Friends Dues
Please use the form on the back of the newsletter
when paying your dues. Your check and
completed form can be mailed to or dropped off
at the Willmar Public Library. Thank you.

Ready for Spring
Looking forward to getting your hands in the dirt? The
Willmar Seed Library is freshly stocked and ready to go. Over
50 varieties of vegetables, melons, and flowers are available
to any member. Not a member yet? Just fill out the
membership form at the library, receive your member
number, and check out up to 5 seed packets per week.
New Programs
The Peeps Diorama Contest will have categories for all ages
including a group/family entry option. Turn in your entry
during regular library hours April 15 – 20. Dioramas will be
publicly displayed and voted on in the library and online
through April 30th with winners in each category being
announced on May 1st.
Unsolved Case Files On Thursday, April 9, we need your
detective skills to prove that Bones is innocent. Once Bones is
cleared of the crime, can you solve who is guilty? This
program begins and 5:30 PM and goes until the case is closed.
A meal will be provided.
Did You Know?
In addition to board
games, the Library now
has jigsaw puzzles
available for check out!
Follow the Library on
Facebook, Instagram, or
sign up for the monthly
eNewsletter to be the first
to know exciting
announcements!

Friends of the Willmar Public Library
410 5th St SW
Willmar MN 56201
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Help support the Willmar Public Library by joining (or renewing) as a Member of the Willmar Friends of the
Library, a 501(c)3 non-profit (annual membership dues are tax deductible as allowed by law). Dues help with
costs such as the Friends’ newsletter, fundraising to benefit the Library, and donations to the Library or to
the Friends Fund, part of the Willmar Area Community Foundation.

Yes, I want to become a Friend of the Library at the following level:
___ Individual $10

___ Family $20

___ Benefactor $35

___ Business $50

Checks to: Willmar Friends of the Library
Send to: Friends of the Willmar Public Library | 410 5th St SW | Willmar MN 56201

Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________
Phone:________________________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________________
 I want to receive newsletters by email

 I am interested in volunteer opportunities

